AAS 100

Introduction to Asian American Studies

Fall 2009

Instructor: Eunai Shrake, Ph.D.

Office: JR 346A (677-2151)

Time: T, R 12:30-1:45 pm.


Office Hours: T 2:00-3:00 pm & by appointment Classroom:  SH 321



E-mail: eshrake@csun.edu
Course Description: 




This course provides an overview of Asian American experiences and contemporary community issues.  This course begins with a brief review of the history of Asian Americans, then proceeds to an overview of social, cultural, economic, and political issues facing Asian Americans through critical analysis.  Some of the substantive areas covered in this course include assimilation patterns, economic integration, family and community formation, education, anti-Asian violence, inter-group conflict, media stereotypes, and political participation. Most of the materials are presented from an interdisciplinary perspective. The course format will be both lecture and discussion.  The first part of each class will be a lecture given by the instructor or a guest speaker.  The latter part of the class will be interactive, integrative discussion of the reading, film, and lecture.

Required Texts: 

Zhou  & J. Gatewood (2007), Contemporary Asian America (2nd revised edition)

http://www.asian-nation.org
Course packet: available at ASAP copy & print (Reseda & Prairie Corner, 700-7999)

Students with disabilities must register with the Center on Disabilities and complete a services agreement each semester. Students who are approved for test taking accommodations must provide an Alternative Testing Form to their faculty member signed by a counselor in the Center on Disabilities prior to making testing arrangements. The Center on Disabilities is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110.  Staff can be reached at 818-677-2684.

Course Requirements:

All writing assignments are to be typed with regular margins, double-spaced, and paginated. No late submission of assignments will be accepted.

Class Participation (10%): This course requires active participation from all class members. 

Each person has a valuable perspective and set of experiences related to cultural and 

ethnic diversity in America. Class participation is based on active participation in class and regular attendance. Active participation is characterized by evidence of preparation, appropriate discussion in class, and participation in group activities. Regular attendance is expected, and missing 3 class sessions without notification & justification will lower the point total by 10%.  Should you have to miss class, please let me know beforehand. 

Personal Journal (10%): This is a 2-3 page autobiographical writing that examines your own 

identity development regarding your race and other dimensions of identity. For example, what it means to be belonging to certain racial, ethnic, gender, religious, and cultural categories such as “white,” “Latino,” “Jewish,”  “Moslem,” “female,” or other identity descriptors?  What kind of privilege or challenge has your identity brought to you? Also reflect on your personal experiences with racism and other forms of prejudice and discrimination.  How your identity and your life experiences regarding racial/cultural/gender/class/sexuality differences impact your view of society and people around you? 

Guided Reflective Essays (20%):You are supposed to write 4 short essays (2-3 pages each) in 

which you will be responding to essay questions posed by the instructor (attached to this 

syllabus). These questions are drawn from readings, lectures, and questions raised in class discussion.  You are encouraged to incorporate course readings and your own experiences 

in your paper (citations needed). 

Community Participation Report (10%) :  Attend an event of an Asian American group (cultural 

festival, rally, traditional wedding, religious celebration) OR visit an Asian American 

place (e.g., Chinatown, Koreatown, Little Tokyo, Little Saigon, Little India, Montrey 

Park, Manila Town). This does not mean just going to a movie or to a restaurant with 

“ethnic” food. Rather, you need to find an event or a place in which you will be in the 

center of a cultural life unfamiliar to yourself. After you have attended an event or visited 

the place, summarize what you did,
and make an analytic evaluation of that experience.

Mid-term (20%) and Final Exam (30%): All students are required to take two exams. Mid-term   

            will consist of objective questions (multiple choice, true-false) and short answers. Final
 

             exam will consist of short answers and essay questions.  These exams will be drawn 

             from course reading  materials, lectures, class discussions, handouts, and films.

Extra Credit: You may volunteer for one day at “Feeding Homeless on Wheels” to earn 


5 extra points.  This will help if you are concerned about a borderline overall grade. To

qualify for extra credit, you may not have more than three absences.  If you are interested, 

please let me know so that I can arrange your volunteer work schedule.

Class Schedule and Reading Assignments

Week 1

Who are Asian Americans?

(8/25,27)

Z & G, ch. 15, “Are Asians Black?”




Z & G, ch. 16, “Are Asian Americans Becoming White?”

Asian American Populations: Statistics & Demographics (reader)

• Action Item(s): Asian American Mysteries, 4 corners game

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kc6mLwOa2Ig&feature=related

Week 2       

Overview of the Asian American Experience 

(9/1,3)


Partial history of API Migration (reader)
Takaki, “From a Different Shore”(reader)




Asian Nation, “The Impact of Immigration”



• Action Item: Understanding Privilege in American Society

Week 3

Contemporary Asian Migration: Traversing Borders

(9/8,10)

Z & G, ch. 4, “Transforming Asian America: Globalization and 

Contemporary Immigration to the United States” 




Z & G, ch. 5, “The Waves of War: Immigrants, Refugees, and 





New Americans from Southeast Asia”



• Film: “My America, or Honk if You Love Buddah”
• personal journal due

Week 4

Community Construction and Assimilation

(9/15,17)

Z & G, ch. 9, “Enclaves, Ethnoburbs, and New Patterns of 

Settlement among Asian Immigrants” 



Chung, “Asian Americans in Enclaves-They are not One 

Community: New Modes of Asian American Settlement” (reader)
Asian Nation, “Ethnic Communities & Enclaves”

• Action Item: Round-Robin reading

Week 5

Work and Economic Patterns I
(9/22,24)

Z & G, ch. 10,  “Striving for the American Dream: Struggle, Success, 

and Intergroup Conflict among Korean Immigrant Entrepreneurs” 





Asian Nation, “Asian Small Business”







• Film: “Another America”

• Essay 1 due

Week 6 

Work and Economic Patterns II
(9/29, 10/1)

Z & G, ch. 11, “Gender, Migration, and Work” 





Z & G, ch. 12, “Mothers without Citizenship”
Week 7 

Education and the “Model Minority” Myth 
(10/6,8)

Asian American Education—2000 census data (reader)

Au & Chang,  “You’re Asian, How could you fail Math?” (reader)

Sue, S. & Okazaki, S. “Asian American Educational Achievements: 

A Phenomenon in Search of an Explanation.” (reader)



Asian Nation, “The Model Minority Image”



• Film: “Asian American Stereotype” CNN (Anderson Cooper), 



• Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opBfHXePM2Y&feature=related

• Action Item(s): origami fish, Midterm list distribution
Week 8 

(De)Construction of the “Model Minority” Stereotype

(10/13,15)

Z & G, ch. 24, “Cold War Construction of the Model Minority Myth”



Z & G, ch. 25,”From Model Minority to Economic Threat”



• Action item(s): Deconstructing Model Minority or College admission activity
• Essay 2 due
Week 9

Mid-Term (in class)


(10/20)


• no class on 10/22

Week 10

Media Presentation and Stereotypes of Asian Americans 

(10/27,29)

Z & G, ch. 23, “Without a Trace: APIs in Prime-Time Television”

Hagedorn, “Asian Women in Film: No Joy, No Luck”  (reader)




Aoyagi, Caroline, (Pacific Citizen) “Success of ‘American Idol Castoff 

William Hung a Mixed Bag for AA Community,” (reader)




Strasburg, Jenny (SF Chronicle), “Abercrombie & Glitch,” (reader)
• Action Item: 50 Ways to tell if you ARE Asian,

• Film: “Slaying the Dragon”
• Youtube clips:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bo-Y_Vb0wsw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zcc8dTqflh8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHIi11HX0tE

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2002/04/18/MN109646.DTL&o=0

Week 11

New Family Formation and Gender Role Changes
(11/3,5)

Glenn & Yap, “Chinese-American Families” (reader)
Z & G, Ch. 8, “New Household Forms, Old Family Values: the 

Formation and Reproduction of the Filipino Transnational Family 

in Los Angeles” 




Asian Nation, “Asian American Gangs”

• Film: “Kelly Loves Tony”

• Essay 3 due
Week 12

Identities, Sexuality, and Intermarriage

(11/10,12)

Shinagawa & Pang, “Asian American Panethnicity and Intermarriage” 

(reader)



Z & G, ch. 13, “Stories from the Homefront: Perspectives of Asian 

American Parents with Lesbian Daughters and Gay Sons”



Z & G, ch. 19, “What Must I Be? Asian Americans and the Question 

of Multiethnic Identity”




Asian Nation, “Interracial Dating & Marriage”



• Film: “All American Girl : Mom, Dad, This is Kyle”

Week 13/14

Inter-group Relations and Anti-Asian Violence 
(11/17,19,24)

Z & G, ch. 22, “’Racial Profiling’ in the War on Terror”





Johnson & Oliver, “Interethnic Minority Conflict in Urban America” (reader)

Allport, “Racial Violence against Asian Americans” (reader)




Asian Nation, “Anti-Asian Racism & Violence”



• Film: Who Killed Vincent Chin?



• Action Item(s): final study list distribution

• Community Report due

Week 15

Politics and Political Participation

(12/1,3)

Z & G, ch. 28, “Interracial Politics: Asian Americans and Other 






Communities of Color”

Ong & Nakanishi, “Becoming Citizens, Becoming Voters: The 

Naturalization and Political Participation of Asian Pacific 

Immigrants” (reader)



Asian Nation, “Asian Americans, Polls, and the 2004 Election”



Asian Nation, “Participating in Politics”

• Essay 4 due
• Final Exam 

December 10 (Thursday)  12:45-2:45 pm.

Essay Questions

Essay #1
Asian Americans had been excluded from entering the U.S. for more than half a 

century.  How did the 1965 immigration act change this situation?  What is U.S. immigration policy today? Why is there a controversy over immigration? What is the impact of this controversy on Asian Americans?

Essay #2
Many sociologists argue that one of the most important characteristics of Asian American immigrants is the high rate of small business participation.  Why do so many Asian immigrants open small businesses? And what are the social advantages and social costs of this type of economic activities among Asian Americans?
Essay #3
What are the main media stereotypes of Asian Americans?  Where did these stereotypes come from?  Why do they continue?  In your opinion, what can be done to lessen stereotypes?
Essay #4
What is a “hate crime”? Who was Vincent Chin, and why is his case 

important for Asian Americans? Why is violence against Asian Americans 

increasing, and what can be done about it?  

